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children, incapable of inquiring into or enforcing, their settlement, are turned
into the streets... ,133
In London in die eighteenth century we see a society which still
clung to the old safeguards and prejudices, to the restriction of workers
to their place of settlement, to rigid demarcations between class and
class, to the exchisiveness of trades and corporations, to a fierce hatred
of foreigners. But in spite of — sometimes even because of — these
restrictions there was a ceaseless movement to and fro between the
metropolis, Great Britain, Ireland, and the Continent, as well as up-
wards and downwards in the social scale. Leslie Stephen has pointed
out that the eighteenth century is conspicuous for the number of men
who rose from the humblest positions to distinction in science, art, and
literature. And in the anonymous strata of labourers, artisans, clerks,
shopkeepers and men of business, many rose from the bottom of the
ladder to established positions. The corollary to the thousands of
decayed housekeepers who filled the workhouses and debtors* prisons
were the thousands of people of lowly beginnings who took their places,
and as the middle classes were increasing,134 there was more room for
movement upwards than downwards.
At the same time the status of the poorer sort was improving. The
average working man was becoming better educated, more self-
respecting, and more respected. He is no longer supposed to belong to
*the vile and brutish part of mankind*. The change was noticed by
Simond, who visited England during 1810 and 1811 after living for
twenty years in the United States.
There is an ambition in parents [he writes] to give a better education to their
children than they have received themselves, more apparent here than perhaps
anywhere else; the desire and the hope of ameliorating their situation are
general; and such is the proper sense every individual entertains of his rank as
a man, that there is not one so low as to suffer the treatment he would have
borne in former times. The usual language of masters to servants, and of
superiors to inferiorsa is infinitely more guarded and considerate than it used
to be; blows and abusive epithets are only known in old novels and on the
stage — the pictures of obsolete manners. The poor are become less ignorant
and less abject... ,135
Hence the complaints of the decline of subordination.
Place repeatedly insists on the change which had taken place within

